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United $tates Department ol the Interior
Heritage Gonservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
See Instructlons In How to Complete Natlonal Register Forms
Type all entrles-complete appllcable sectlons

l. Name
hlstorlc Uni on Chri sti an Col I

and/or common Merom Insti tute Co1 
'lege Hal I

2. Location
street&number Corner of Third and Philip Streets -NlAnot for publlcatlon

clty, town l'lerom NIA- vicinity of congressionaldlstrict Seventh

Indi ana code 018 county Sull ivan code I 53

3. Glassification
Category

- 
dlstrict

X uuiulng(s)

- 
structure

- 
slte

- 
obiect

OwnerthiP
i; Publlc
A prlvate

- 
both j

*,lybllc Acquisitign
nl-!f- ln prooess

- 
belng considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

: yes: unrestricted
_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

X educational

- 
entertainment

- 
gove$ment

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

X rellgious
scientllic

- 
transportation

- 
other:

4. Owner of Property
Indiana-Kentuckv Conference of the United Church of Chrfst

street&number ll00 West 42nd Street

Indiana

Location of Legal Description
courthouse, reglstry of deeds' etc. SUI I i Van COUnty COUTthOUSe

strset & number Courthouse Square

clty, town Sul I ivan state Indi ana

6. Re sentation in Existin Surveys
tltle N/A has thls property been determlned eleglble? 

- 
ye3 X no

- 
federal 

- 
state 

- 
county 

- 
local

deposltory for survey recordg N/A

c,lty, town state



7. Description
Gondition
. -- excellent

- 
oood

f, isir

Describe the prerent and original lil knownf physical apPearance
The Unjon Christ'ian College Ha'l'l is on the campus of what is now Merom Institute, 'located

in l.,lerom, Indiana, just east of the Wabash River near the Illinois border. It is located
on the Merom Bluff, approximately 200 feet above the Wabash River, and is visible from a

great distance.

The five story structurehasits main entrance to the north. Additional campus structures and

facil'itjes surround the college on the south, east, and west sides.

The erection of College Ha1'l took place from .|859 to 1863. It i-s a magnificent, red brick
structure highlighted-by chimneys and round-arched hood molds. Adouble-tiered cornice
surrounds the building.- The baiic floor plan of the building is rectangular; more precisel.y'
however, it.is two inlersecting rectangles, with a polygona'l cupola at the intersection. The

dimensions of the bui'ld"ing are-.l09'x 65'and 128'to the top of the cupo'la.

The north and south ejevations are divjded into three baysn with chimneys placed at each

corner of the projecting central bay. The main entrance to the bui'lding is located on the
rajsed foundation level-of this ceniral bay on the north side. it is a recently installed
central entrance with glazed double cioors ilanked Uy palrs of plate glass windows w'ith a

sjx-light transom. paired, one-over-one doublehung- sqlh w]ndows with straight-stone hoods

flank lhe entrance. The foundation level of the two flanking bays is identica'l on either s'id

of the central bay, each oay containing two pairs of one-over-one doublehung sash w'indows

with straight hoods.

The second story of the building contains open'ings il aljgnment w'ith those of the lower level
A modern entrance with a single-door, plate glasi side lights, and three-light transom is
surmounted by an oiiginal st5ne arch-with coibel stops. This entrance is surrounded by a

balcony the iame wiaifr as the ground floor entrance. This entrance is flanked by a pair of
windows; each window has two-over-two lights, and a round arch, and pairs are ioined by a

singie stone sill and connecting arched moldings.

The pa.irs of arched windows of the side bays differ in that a s'ing1e arched hood unites
twoo two-over-t;; iigr'i, irched windows surmounted by a small 1ight. The entire unit has

a single stone sill.
The third story is.identical to the second with the exceptig! of three arched windows, each

wjth two-over-two lights and connected by a single stone sill and arched moldings, which

replace the entrance on the second floor.
The central bay of the fourth flooris similar to that of the third with the except'ion of
the central w.indows: the three windows of the fourth floor are a'll the same size, where

the m.iddle window of the third floor is larger than the other two. The windows of the

flanking bays oi il'. fourth floor differ from those below in that they are min'iature version:

of the sjde windows of the central bay. They are the smallest windows of the facade

The only windows of the fifth floor are wjthin the central bay and are connected to those of

the fourth floor by three carved-stone plaques. The three-ovLr-three l'ight central window
.is flanked by one-over-two lighi *inoowi. 'The central bay'cu1m'inates in a gabled parapet'

The south elevation is identical to the main, north facade except that the windows are sur-

mounted by br.ick, hoocl moldings rather than itone, the effect of which is a more plain

appearance than irrut or the fiont. Also, the cenier fenestration is somewhat different'
since there is no maior entrance here.

Chcck one
deteriorated u unaltered
ruins ^ altered

- 
unexposed

Check one
X originat site

moved date



8. Significance
Period

_ prehistoric
,,.-_ 1400-1499
_ 1500-1599
_ 1600-1699
_ 1700-1799X rgoo-rggg
_ 1900-

Areas ol Signlflcance-Gheck

-- 
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic

- 
agricullure

X archltecture

- 
art

_ commerce

- 
communicalions

and justily below
community planning landscape archltecture
conservation law

__ economtcs
X education

-- engineering

-- literature

- 
military

_ music

-.L religion
science

- 
sculpture

- 
soclal/
humanitarian

- 
theater

_ transportation

- 
other (specity)

- 
exploration,'settlement __ philosophy

- 
industry

- 
invention - 

politics government

"*ffi 
-"

Statement of Significance (in one paragraphf

The Union Christian.lollege_Hal1, now known as the Merom Institute College Ha11, .is ofh'istorical and architectural significance. It is of historical significince Uecause ofits service to the religious and educational communities of i{erom and Sullivan County.
The bui.ld'ing is of architectural s'ignificance because of its prominent location, styie,and architectural details.

Founded in .|859 
by a group of dedicated Chrjstians, Union Christian Coliege Academyprovided a-high school education. The college provided a bachelor's degrEe. Fo1^ .majority of the school's existence, a masterTs degree was offered, as w6ll as a theolog-ical education. Union Christian College was one of the first institutions of h-igher educaticto equally educate women as well as men.

The collggu occupied the present.building from its compietion in lg63 until rising costsforced the institution to close its doori in 1924. In'.1936 the building 
".op.ned 

asMerom institute, providing a place for religious camps, meetings and retreats.
Constructed of loca'I. materials, the l'lerom Institute. College Hall is located on lrlerom Bluff ,200 feet above the Wabash River. This location emphastzei-tfre'size and visiUility of thefive.story structure. Exterior deta'i1s, such as the steep, gaUiea parapets, the elaboratecorn'ice, and the accents provided by the chimneys and froob-m6tdings, make this one of themost outstanding structures in southwest Indianio and certainly tfie most prominentstructure in the vicinity.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Buff. N. G. Historical [,1jnutes of Union Christian Co'l1ege,
Hatten, S. E .-Ie")-Hifioi[ an-d--tiemorv S[eIChEs oT-U.f.T.
Bul I et'in i ssued quaFte7Ty 6v-ufi on TnilsTlan -coTl egelol .

Press

Pierom, Indiana, 0ctober, .|859

III, No. 1, March, .l920: 
Coilege

1O, Geographical Data
Acrcage of nomlnated property I ess than one acre

Quadrangle name

UMT References '|.
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Verbal boundary description and iustification
Boundaries for the nominated property are paral'le1
of Col 1 ege Ha1 1 .

to and fi#y feet from the wal I s
':-u;t

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or countt/ boundaries

state N/A code county N/A

county code

I f . Form Prepared By
name/title Paul A. Gettjnqer, Executive Director of Merom Institute

organization Merom Institute 8-l 4-79

street & number P.0. Box I 27 telephone 8.|2/356-45.|.|

clty or town Merom Indiana 47861

12. State Historic Freservation Officer Gertification
The evalueted significance ol this property within the state is:

- 
national

-- 
state X local

As the designated State Hisioric Preservation Otficer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
accbrdlng tothe crlteria and procedures set forth \ the Heritage Conservat_j5rn and Recreation Servlce.

Stite Hlstorlc Preservatlon Officer signature

dare 3'tr- e1-.tttte Indiana State Historic Preserv Offi cer

GtsO ,tb HJa



nl.*.*$ tll rat

Uerltrd ttrtct Doprrtmcnt ol thc Intcrlor
Hrrltrgo Gonrervrtlon end Rccrcetlon Sctwlcl

National Register of Historic Placer
lnventory-ilomination Form
Cmtlnratbn sh.d Un'ion Chr j sti an Co'l 1 ege itrn nrrnbr 7, Descri pti on hor1

The east and west elevations contajn three bays includjng a four story, central proiect'ing
bay. The wjndows of the end bays are identical to those on the side bays of the main
facade. In the central, projecting bay, d Single, two-over-two, round-arched window
appears on each of the three faces of the bay, at each level. The east and west
elevations culminate in a gabled parapet, with a fifth story window like that of the
main facade.

A special feature of the bujld'ing is the eight chimneys at the corners of the bui'lding.
The octagonal chimneys are large at the bottom and become'increasing'ly smaller toward
the top. The weathering and coursjng on the chimneys form alternating bands. The
chimneys of the east and west wings terminate in wide openings that probably once term'inated
in f1ues, such as the polygonal brick flues on the north and south chimneys.

Another important feature'is the'cornice which surrounds the build'ing. This brjck cornice,
which trims the rake of the gabled parapet as well as the eaves, consists of three project-
ing courses and two corbel tables. The structure is covered by a roof of intersecting
gabl es .

At the very center of the roof is a cupola p'laced on a platform and surrounded by a

balustrade to form a balcony. The octagonal cupola is carved with incised arches, and
trjmmed at the top by dentils. The conical roof culminates in a point.

The fjrst two floors of the bujlding lvere renovated in .l963 to provide facilities for
camps, conferences, and retreats. The top three levels remajn in much the same condition
as when the bui 1 d'ing vras used as a col 1 ege.

Hjghlights of the interjor include turo walnut stairways, original w'indow moldings st'i11
intact, and a spiral staircase leading to the cupo.la.
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